May 1, 2020

•

6th Edition

Welcome Remarks

• Team

Updates

•

Community News

•

Program Highlights & Upcoming
Events

•

Partner News

•

Contributions

Living Independently for
Everyone, Inc.

Welcome Remarks...
Hello Friends,
I hope that you all are doing well and
are safe. Though these are troubling
times, we will make it through. I would
like to take a moment to thank you for
viewing our quarterly newsletter. The
Board, staff, and volunteers take pride
in sharing the good work and
development of the organization; an
the building of our partnerships within
the community. In this issue, like
previous ones, we offer articles which
are informative, insightful, impacting,
and engaging. Take a moment to
review the articles, as well as,
correspond with us on ways which we
may be of assistance.
Raymond Smith was awarded at a presentation
for Barbara Givens program. Below, Mr. Smith
is pictured with David Nash former Globe
Trotter who was awarded at ceremony also.

~ Raymond Smith, L.I.F.E.,Inc.
Board President

Team Update...
After joining as a volunteer for the
marketing team towards the end

where she trained employees until
her early retirement due to Legal

of June of 2019 and
contributing significantly, Oscar

Blindness. Amber obtained her B.S.
Business Administration degree and

Escalante changed tracks towards the
end of the year to continue his studies

minor in Federal Contracting and
Acquisition from University of

with the University of Maryland in
pursuit of a degree in Marketing from

Maryland Global Campus in 2018.

the Roberts School
of Business. Presently, we have the

Veronica enjoys learning from her
coworkers and doing her best to help
others. She came across the

As a Marketing Assistant for LIFE Inc,

great fortune of welcoming him back
as a Member of the Board for LIFE
Inc.

organization while looking for a place
where she could polish her skills as a

Amber Woods is a community leader

communicator and also do something

advocating to Improve the quality of
life of others. Amber has always been
of SERVICE; and currently serves as
a President in a Blind advocacy
organization. Prior to her Presidency,
she has worked in customer service
for 13+ years

worthwhile and meaningful. Currently,
Veronica holds an A.A. in
Communication Studies and seeks to
grow as a professional.

Community News...
The impact of COVID-19 on persons
with disabilities
In the current situation of the global
health crisis due to COVID-19, from
Bridging the Gap would like to
emphasize the higher risk faced by
persons with disabilities or chronic
illnesses, especially in low and middleincome countries.

barriers that group faces in accessing
health services and hygiene products,
as well as to consider reasonable
accommodation measures to allow
them to work from home and, if that is
not possible,to ensure they receive a
paid leave to guarantee their
ncome.Similarly, confinement
measures should be adapted to the
needs of specific groups to ensure
their well-being. For example, people
who need home assistance should
keep receiving it and, in the case of
persons with psychosocial disabilities,
they cannot be required to live in total
isolation.

Disability Rights are Civil Rights signage

In order to successfully meet this
challenge and comply with the 2030
Agenda, persons with disabilities must
be included in all plans to manage the
current COVID-19 coronavirus
outbreak. This implies that the
information provided by governments
and institutions both to prevent
infection and to know how to act in

In the battle against COVID-19, it is
also essential to follow the motto of
the United Nations’ Convention on the
Right of Persons with
Disabilities: “Nothing about us, without
us”. Persons with disabilities, through
their representative organizations, are
the ones who can better advise the
political authorities to include the
disability dimension in the prevention,
mitigation and monitoring plans
related to this disease.

case of illness must be available in
accessible formats, including sign

We can fight coronavirus together. Do

language, video captioning, the use of
alternative text in images and graphics

not leave persons with disabilities
behind.

displayed digitally, and easy-to-read
versions.

-Bridge the Gap

It is also important to remove the
In these times of living through the Corona Pandemic,

Let Your

all of our lives are very different. We all need to help
each other. As an individual impacted

Voice Be

by disability, what are some tasks which you fill you
need assistance with? Click on the phrase 'Let Your
Voices Be Heard' to share your views.

Heard...

Program Highlights & Upcoming
Events ...
Rachel demonstrating essential oils to
Empowerment Group

The Group also embarked on an
adventure to heighten the cultural
group. L.I.F.E.,Inc. was delighted to
learn that the Olney Theatre was
willing to provide a fabulous afternoon
viewing a showing of the reclaimed
'Cabart'. Needless to say, it was a
stellar performance, which was fully
accessible to all patrons.

The goals of the formulation of the
Group was to create a plateform for its
participants to create self-supporting
networks, try new adventures and
resouces which will impact ones
life.With this in mind, the group set out
to learn new skills sets and build upon
their networks. Rachel Raba, had
agreed to the group, and share our
wealth of knowledge of one's health
and well-being could be directly for by
using healing properties such as
essential oils. Mrs. Raba
demonstrated techniques of how one
can relieve stress, and reconnect to
your inner strength.

In 2016, L.I.F.E.,Inc.'s Board came up
with a concept to highlight Artist's
impacted by disability and their peers.
The goal was to find a venue which
could encompass the artists, their
guests, and art enthusiasts throughout
the community, to really focus on the
talents of the artists. This also
provided an opportunity for individuals
to become more knowledgeable about
various mediums as well as have the
ability to purchase various works of
art. For this effort, and 2017
L.I.F.E.,Inc. was recognized by First
Lady Yumi Hogan. As the years have
progressed, L.I.F.E.,Inc. has been
recognized numerous times for their
program focusing on cultural diversity.
For this year, though there has been a
bit of a hendurance in providing this
program due to the Corona virus, the
organization will continue to plan for a
more elaborate program.

Cast of Cabaret at the Olney Theatre.

Lastly,the Group joined the
L.I.F.E.,Inc. Holiday Gathering. There
was food, fun, and merriment had by
all. The Empowerment Group, has
plenty of exciting and informative
Sessions planned throughout the year.
Such sessions are: accessible
cooking, formal tea & etiquette, wine
tasting, yoga, beauty inside and out,
etc.
Carole Beatty , Secretary of Marylands
Department of Disabilities saying a few
remarks at the Cultural Diversity Reception.

Through interest and the desire to
make the program even better than in
past years, there have been quite a bit
of stakeholders within the community
willing to assist in making this event
truly honorable for all those involved.
Periodically check on the program and
events page from the LIFE Inc.
website to receive updates on the
2020-21 Cultural Diversity Reception/
Program.

Partner News...
MOM's is committed to restoring the

Recently, through the leadership of

environment and through that goal
helping our community. They have

the Sr. GM of Operational

donated over half a million dollars to
community organizations to futher this

Development MOM's Organic Market Rockville, L.I.F.E.,Inc.'s Empowerment
Group was threated to the experience of
trying Vegan food. MOM's provided use
of a private dining room and gave each
participant a gift certificate to sample

cause last year, including the Alice
Fergeson Foundation and the Oyster
Recovery Partnership.

more vegan treats. MOM's has

also donated directly to local schools
and civic organizations at the store
level on an ongoing monthly basis.
MOM's is a locally owned grocery
store that is bonded with the
community for over 25 years. For
more information about MOM's, please
click on their logo on our Partnerships &
Resources page via our website.
MOM's logo...

L.I.F.E.,Inc. has experienced full
knowledge of the generiousity, which
this organization has ,and continues
offer.

Contributions...
L.I.F.E.,Inc. expresses its gratitude to Joey
Chambers, Vice President of Business
Development & Non-Profit Banking at Revere
Bank, This financial institutionn had awarded
L.I.F.E.,Inc. a donation, which will aid in our
mission to remove barriers for people affected
by disability. Mr. Chambers broad background
in nonprofit banking assures that Revere's
commitment to to support nonprofits in the
community is aways growing .

With the enthusiasm and being a
fundraising hit for the organization ,
we are asking core group volunteers
interested in helping us with the our
Upcoming Summer Fundraiser. With
your help, we can exceed our
achievements and make this year’s
events better.

New L.I.F.E.,Inc. mugs w/ logo.

VP, Business Development Non-Profit Banking
Revere Bank, meets with L.I.F.E.,Inc. Team to
present an contribution to the organization.

A sincere thank you to the following
organizations who have shown their
opulence with individual
donations; Costco, Giant, Whole
Foods, and Sam’s Club donated gift
cards, and Trader Joe’s donated
inventory samples. Thispast year we
had embarked on hosting our first
winter fundraiser. Through the
kindness of Westfield Wheaton Mall
we were afforded the opportunity to
provide gift wrapping services for
holiday shoppers; which turned out to
be a success.

This fundraiser, will focus on the
america summer pastime 'Baseball'.
The proceeds will be directed toward
the Accessible Computer Lab
initiative. If you are interested in
volunteering or participating in in this
exciting game/ fundraiser, please take
a moment to click on the word
BASEBALL to sign up. More
information will be released through
social media as the event planning
progresses. The game/ fundraiser will
occur in-person or virtually. Lastly, get
involved in ourfun/ helpful donations
page. There are always games to play
and prizes to win. This time , make a
donation to purch a trivia ticket. Take a
guest in answering the riddle below,
for a chance to win a prize.

VITUAL FUNDRAISER-RIDDLE: The Battle
Eight in a row, with nowhere to go, except for the two
who can jump straight through.
Eight out in front, not one a runt. Across the range,
to make a change.
By foot or by horse, they stay the course.Til the victory is won,
And the battle is done.
What does this represent?

Thank You...

LIFE's Team
15800 Crabbs Branch Way, Suite 300
Derwood, Maryland 20855
(301) 787-7758

To enter the fundraiser,
click on this link, and
donate $10. You may
win a Memorial Day gift.

